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Professor Dr. Boris Lanin
war von Oktober 2015 bis  
September 2016 Alfried Krupp 
Senior Fellow. Er ist Professor für 
Literaturwissenschaften an der 
„Academy of Education of Russia“ 
in Moskau. 

After graduating from the Pedagogical In-
stitute of Azerbaijan Boris Lanin defended 
his dissertation and was awarded a ‚kandi-
dat nauk‘ degree in 1990 in Moscow, and in 
1994 he got a ‚Doctor of Philology‘ degree. 
Since 1999 he coordinates literary studies 
at the core Institutes of the Academy of 
Education of Russia. Boris Lanin publis-
hed several official textbooks in literature 
for secondary schools and universities. As 

a visiting professor Boris Lanin served at 
Stanford, Hokkaido, Kobe, Saitama, Cent-
ral European universities, and at the Insti-
tut for Advanced Studies at Paris, Moscow, 
Woodrow Wilson International Center (DC) 
and Tokyo (Waseda). His past work has 
been published in German, Russian, English, 
French, Japanese, Korean, Polish and Serbi-
an languages, and includes some 30 books 
and textbooks, and some 150 papers. 

Kurzvita

Fellow-Projekt»   Utopia and Dystopia in Post-Soviet Slavic Literatures: Social Transformation and 
Identities

My hypothesis is that utopian writing beca-
me an important channel through which in-
tellectuals can express their ideas and visions 
of the future, and for criticism that cannot 
be expressed in any other way. This project 
is a study on the social and cultural roles of 
utopian and dystopian trends after collapse 
of the Soviet Union, and their roots in Russian 
culture.
Anti-utopia in my project is considered as a 
specific message that contains a provocati-
ve prognosis for Russia. The initial plan for 

occupation of Crimea was described in Vas-
sily Aksyonov’s novel ‘The Island of Crimea’ 
in 1980 and Vyacheslav Rybakov’s novel ‘A 
Skylark’ in 1999!
Russia now is heading towards Orwellian 
dystopian reality. A new boom of anti-uto-
pias has emerged in Russia. This phenomenon 
always occurs when intellectuals cannot find 
a direct way to the masses. Mass anti-utopia, 
which functions as a social subconsciousness, 
begins to play role of Freudian couch. 

Projektbericht During my stay at Alfried Krupp Wissen-
schaftskolleg from October, 2015 to Septem-
ber 25, 2016 I completed my monograph on 
Russian Anti-Utopian Literature. This was my 
main research topic, and I am very happy that 
my stay was so fruitful!

It was very happy time, and I am enor-
mously grateful to the administration and 
stuff of Alfried Krupp Wissenschaftskolleg 
Greifswald. The atmosphere was full of pro-
ductive ideas, and most friendly German peo-
ple helped me to find myself in new environ-
ment.

I participated in several events during my 
stay. On December 6, 2015 I gave my ‘fellow’s 
lecture’ on Orwell and his legacy in modern li-
terature. Also I took part in FilmForum in May, 
2016 where my presentation was devoted to 
‘The Center and Periphery in Modern Russian 
Films’.

At Regensburg University I gave a lecture 
at ‘Jewish-Russian Literature Project’ in April, 
2016.

In March a TV-program with my talk 
on Library culture was recorded on Russian 
‘KULTURA’ state channel, and in June another 

program on Russian Education system was 
recorded at Russian ‘Rossija FM’ state Radio 
Channel.

Also I attended four conferences in Russia 
in 2016 (Nizhnii Novgorod, March, Moscow, 
March (two conferences), and St Petersburg, 
June). A conference on prominent Russian 
writer Mikhail Shishkin took place in Krakow, 
Poland in May, 2016, and it was a significant 
event in international studies of Russian lite-
rature.

I attach list of the conferences I partici-
pated: 
 » The Images of the Future in Russian Litera-

ture, Moscow, 2016.
 » Center and Periphery in Modern Russian 

Films, Greifswald, Germany, 2016.
 » The Significant Names in Modern Russian 

Literature: Mikhail Shishkin, Krakow, Po-
land, 2016.

 » Sound and Silence in the Book and in the 
Film, Moscow, 2016.

 » Modern Education in the Humanities in 
Russia, Nizhnii Novgorod, 2016.

 » New Approaches towards Compiling Mo-
dern Textbooks, St Petersburg, 2016

Russian postsoviet Anti-Utopia 
The conflicts and the trends 
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